a2 United States Patent

Radner et al.

US009235862B1

(10) Patent No.: US 9,235,862 B1
(45) Date of Patent: Jan. 12, 2016

(54) CORPORATE BOARD MANAGEMENT

(735)

(73)

")

@

(22)

(1)

(52)

(58)

SYSTEM

Inventors: Gregory Radner, Westwood, MA (US);
Eric C. Prussman, Rowley, MA (US);
Michael W. Stevens, Whitinsville, MA
(US); Danh Dang, Lawrence, MA (US);
Nicole Bahlin, Somerville, MA (US);
Rebecca Cho Khurana, West Orange,
NJ (US); Neeraj Jain, Quincy, MA
(US); Robert Coran, Shrewsbury, MA
(US); Jeron Paul, Cedar Hills, UT (US);
Carmine Zinni, Foxboro, MA (US)

Assignee: Thomson Reuters Global Resources,
Baar (CH)

Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this
patent is extended or adjusted under 35
U.S.C. 154(b) by 2147 days.

Appl. No.: 11/426,290

Filed: Jun. 23, 2006

Int. CL.

G060 30/02 (2012.01)

G060 10/10 (2012.01)

G060 10/06 (2012.01)

G060 30/06 (2012.01)

G060 10/08 (2012.01)

G060 50/00 (2012.01)

U.S. CL

CPC i G060 50/01 (2013.01)

Field of Classification Search

USPC ...

.............................................. 705/1.1-912

See application file for complete search history.

(56) References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

6,275,575 B1* 82001 Wu ... 379/202.01
6,574,599 B1* 6/2003 Limetal. ......ccooennine 704/270
6,798,753 B1* 9/2004 Doganataetal. ........... 370/260
6,983,263 Bl 1/2006 Demko et al.
6,988,128 B1* 1/2006 Alexanderetal. ........... 709/206
7,552,393 B2* 6/2009 Hayes-Roth ............... 715/753
7,679,518 B1* 3/2010 Pablaetal. ... 340/573.1
2004/0078256 Al* 42004 Glithoetal. ... 705/8
2004/0111307 Al* 6/2004 Demskyetal. ................ 705/8
2005/0108268 Al 5/2005  Saintry et al.
2006/0045029 Al* 3/2006 Ethieretal. ............ 370/260
2006/0045030 Al* 3/2006 Bieselin .......... ... 370/260
2006/0069686 Al* 3/2006 Beydaetal. ............ 707/10
2006/0116918 Al* 6/2006 Floraetal. ........coeeene. 705/8
2006/0143214 Al* 6/2006 Teicher ....... .. 707/101

2006/0173936 Al* 82006 Castro etal. 707/205
2007/0094065 Al* 42007 Wuetal. ... 705/9

2007/0174104 Al1* 7/2007 O’Sullivan et al ... 705/9

2007/0264989 Al* 11/2007 Palakkal et al. . 455/416

2007/0294120 Al* 12/2007 Berstis etal. ... 705/9

2009/0019367 Al*  1/2009 Cavagnari et al. .. .. 715/716

2009/0037534 Al* 2/2009 Castroetal. ................. 709/205
OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Ahmed et al. “A Meeting Scheduling System for Global Events onthe
Internet,” ISOC, Geneva Switzerland, Jul. 1998.*

* cited by examiner

Primary Examiner — Jonathan Ouellette

(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm — Bartholomew J. DiVita;
Jeanpierre J. Giuliano; Katy Chan-Parsons

57 ABSTRACT

Methods and systems for providing financial and/or board
member information in a secured manner to members of
boards of directors of companies and others through a pub-
licly-available widely disseminated network.

29 Claims, 18 Drawing Sheets

j‘1000 1030 (~1005

~1018




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 1 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

I Old

ERPELETS Pl G
FHEDY GELE-ETE- BT
A0 RRLL-SRE-S40 1

RN AT TR

EE{ER o) ﬁ:mum.wx
ERGEEE

ipedy

TAGRE IR SN LBy )
WY | FiE
Fa Y Sy By ing

SWA AR TR VIR | ST ey Ieliy ] WA

SRy AN i pRARIERR
FPLOLEIS BREY e b
VI E e A

PREFED 53 55 xz_gu?x,w\m

o

WA PR SR S 3R WSRO ) FIORAR DIRHIG-DLG 0 SHOGY BOnH

$91 3@ bl fumqoy urnes

EE

W HHEAYY 08 NOSWNOH

L AROTIY

e e

PRISEIOHEL

A

0TS O I EANES NOSWOHLAS INAL Vo4 | 2 seauppad
T i T

S

001



US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 2 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

¢ Old

o7z \/ TR RIS v9c

Ea GEIL - WA DEE 91 ?n.:.ﬂmw a7
1713097 SEL 04 mocw ﬁmw ?_mﬁam,. 06¢ vz
] § & 4 4 AN
TE 12 &Y \
mw_ ; nwa mn e
[}
0 HE g aidsiile
A4
¢l TRISUEEIN 1R
g TEHIEYR D
LAY I TR R BT 1NN
Jepusien 200N SWODIBM

..5 m mwummmrmew; un Z%asw

08¢
0.2
098¢
0G¢
44

0ce

oz sz

'l 7

w_‘N\ twk @wm\ meN\ vic \ mwm\ Nwm\ :N\




US 9,235,862 Bl

Sheet 3 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

¢ Ol

w P S B SIeTFE IR T N O R RO sann :

‘pEAYR J2aA ay
JoyInoge BANULE 80 PINOYS DUZ AOUY 03 DEAL SBARNSAXE WM pUE uonesuatiug |
. ABILRS BuUT £330 "sAYWsw S8 RELStUE) Bupiiaie uo aaepn uy : 0Z/90/40
PIEDG BoUAIEUDD By BINSIDIUG] UONESUBRULD JANNTSXT QNOZ Ayt - unpesuadwos | CBA0R LR

.:ﬂm“_wm..w.tmunmuamibu«ﬁwumwmwcmh&mﬁon,\wha Em.vmw,mrwu.wm,_mu&m&.gm,ﬁ.tw 2T TuRDT ,

A0} Incqe Busily] ag pIRoys pus mouX 03 PEEL SRARNTAYE YH PUS onesusdyo)
AHOILBS DUR =0T "SIBGWAL BEIITY UORREUSdWND BUIAIEAS un elEpdn Uy

pIEOS B3Il By aatadajue]) nogesuadunn BANNIAXT QUOZ Ay b uniiesusduen ~OaNEIENIGE

‘peaye 1eak auyy |

QAOB/EWIGH

POUDS SERUENE UBAIEH

S S D T R SR R T

SIIBYM JRGCE SUCIIRI0STIRE JBD|0YEISS Bunasu (1S B4 fe "stsbeusw do
AIEAROW pue "Bluewiouad Auedu:oo 0] pale|R; aue Jeu] swesboud uogesusduo |
E1ERI0 "HEBeYS ainw $80N0 A8y} winped o] pesu paseassu u2 buiss) |

BUZ SPRIBELC LONR SUBUOD 10 SIE0ME AL} aAR URYY 2U0W TmoN ‘Bupunow
BJ8 BRI SUI DUE SBDI0UBIRUS 1304) £810558.0 'S8 TIMLCT UGHESUediD)

30 VEC 843 U0 AJpHaRUnoe pue SauBpUBden JEIRSI0 BAMLNE 0] LGS uE U]

3T |
ayeudoadce |

ElvAL

prayy sebusyieyd 4y te) Buyedasy ISAFPU0Y vonesuaduoy

L uanEsuRduos | ~anng/ e

- 13elang w B

elerd .82

RPRUED DU S0 SPI0) BEZE-2LR-9F9-1 -
O BFIE-695:998-1 U poddng

¢8e




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 4 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

¥ "Old

AT Ry \M /82
- S{RUmPK payreRY [

i

Ll

Filasuodsey oy SR weuRy

ssusdsay oy :oﬁwwz ‘A “mu%mnvuﬁuéox
p3 ferf
[l

DsundEay Ol

mmN asusdsey on ABHGORE A TRMBEY [BARIY 104 Y PE0s T 1]

Lo}
(=23
o

umcoamwm oy ] usy oSG LRDUSIBHIGTY 9 M

asusdsay oy EEFE-EEE-B0S  JOQUAN Y-yl

S Cug

Wb} Shiapuy

o wwanamum oH ey SHOREDOY
18 Wd DEIE F olroT g8y TaniLy, puy
13wd 082 9 griany TR ITETS

pEUSHENG SRS
piannbay ‘Dunuad TSRS AASY
ISGuBl fUEg ey

Bunssl) Aderugad o panoy

Arewwng Bupeap -

. SO EE 22228081
DTG SELE-608-990~1 AU Joddng.




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 5 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

VLI moT

G Old

ool .
" MOBRHOML &5 paibmng

. YT RS HET

131
W B215 f G pE 18qoa) |

FET

ERI0L [ SO ez mgamsn

. 1w
12T/ G g iaqueag

LA
LEE [ GO ST agaan

N IETER
Ovg ] G Gt lequsiey |

JEJCE
BETY F 0 TT Aminaey

i3
w_,a mm \moi %u:cmm :

mErﬂ x muea .

Ge1e saupey |

L E50%

FEIN ‘eepm

days el |
Wi *55y

uBYy sy |

PO T

Uy 'S8y P T B AR

O R R PR e gy

TS GO AR TR SR SRR S
U ST Oy s T ey

Eaum

TR AU e g

0%

10§

00s



US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 6 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

(374

9 'Old

Em hn cﬁ ,‘@m g .ﬁmm%m

13
W bZie f GO AT Sauie0a]

i3
Py 9101 J egtonenwieoan |

43 Wd v2:2 | 9g gL benuep

13 Wd TEZ { g0raT henuer |
A W 05 2/ 98'g T enuey

13 Wd 0BE [ ey et Menuer

13 We 08 90 g1 denue]

13 W TOUE f o e T AEnue(
43

Paysjang

eig

Ptstnd

paysiang

pal=kghg

e

e
Lo

yei

wumﬁwgu:&m L4 W AR T b

SO T

SUERIRTT

{0 IR

SPSTININ
SOFEALHA

ﬁ wwna E%EM&Q AUTEAETE

ﬁmm “:3 an :

e

SIUBIND0C 1y ISPUBUND0G

sz‘gaﬁ%@ﬁ Zﬁﬁmﬂﬁzlﬁ

004



US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 7 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

L Ol

FECISIARCILE thg sty

BUG UNSIBL (JH0 DIEON 585 B 1L

oS ag
) BEPIHUG BIUBLLIGADRD 13

T SRR SIS [ §2L | :
oyl BuneLiLioy ] ORIBELUD A MRLA 1] PAGMSERY

TRIELT GO 20 g, T SO SR T [, Do 4ay

SiEREU I pELEHGNE  Ees

;Mwmé . 13 HE 02121 [ BIFGT80Wa0aE 1100 310D

g T JBUEp daUs oy

c7) /\ PETPETIIY CCL 7T pyria) pood BEUaN0] BUGSWMION R,

Ajpwing }oog pleog

pEUED pUY. 55 SPIEAG) SE2Z-228-999-T
: 0 SBLE 6950981 19T dioddrg




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 8 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

y0¢€

8 Ol

i TR
PR RO
TR TR TS
ERgran sl
T

. mumumwﬁ. mwwm

W PSIOT / GOBEAUNT | PaLEING
13 0d OZIE £ BOETBUAL | DEYSIONG 1

2 Feopdn [33150 :o.w.ﬂ,a» :

TR ST s B | B

atuen 8ty ;

m ,@;Enmw yeankay @y peopdn m

FTBEISI SN I R

STUDRFRICL IR

43 :
_ﬁmﬁ_ﬂm@m,mm‘wg:mmﬂ.mﬁmﬁ:a

SHers

aieq] wwas)

SHE
WL X

! HEDY BILBEY M

DINIT/ BIPOPEG - OOG/ BOPDE]
R f 10d pul | SWE S mRQ WS

ERSE RIS TR RS SHO0G PR JUOI0Y
LAWY | i3y m
LoD/ SORIINT L OONG S DEGNT Buguag | e
JETS Ay : J
D0IT / SOETEOY | DU F BOEC Brw Buipued | W
TEF SERT

HAGY .

Gupuey . BUREBOUETTRIRNEUFDSETET Bl o - 3

|

BEH Py

BN BT 1o AR

shuyesy sappusoy Bunuoadn

SRRIWWOD UPNY

—c0e

—¢0¢

——{0€

MR CT MR MOV B
e ebis wonw W

{E£22-278-650-1 1OPOUET ) 5N SPISINO) SPLE-695-990- T ToUT) g

nn E,;EEE;S:NT.EE —

PSP

00%

SIS DI PPURIES .u\,aﬁm?&wf.m%m&hmmg».@%&.QEE ﬂ@w w

e




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 9 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

6 Ol

TR BRI s
0e8 ,Jm

U T R Y

CEEUREp RSP B S0 0a0 8] 0 pesn siesdl 8l

P00 NOBSTUY WG Wi

DS REINTY RITE
SETTIRE

BEEN TSI

ERR St e B LR i S e TUTRETIET
EREAE S T G A N B RSy

ISMOUSY {04} UONRISNIO ) uDsIoyg]

. s wen o B cogsnsesl s L

FLHOGT ANV IR0

panid

PR BUD U5 JRNOTYE SEILO 10 TUBLL 35T I0U SUN WG SBYMY B 1IB183 CAURIILICD BN B U0 SUGHE 16D 0f AUBDLOE INGH LN SUUNAL 212 FDIR0 SY) 8L
Asap pue 55950 Wapdled InoA 1noaw 915D S5SNI PLE RDCRU 10 SELIDS POSIT § LM SURQUUISL DIROG SHEASHE LIRS aY MmpIS00

saloy

e

YoResoy HUPIRog 0] SO M

Hrwasen

AIIH-LEXE- 9983 {0

>-0z8

=018

008



US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 10 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

0L "Old

”._?,3%%; .

PO BN, b

SRR SRR

A IS

keayw /oo czuer
13 bid 0015 / 9080083
ARGy /B ET A9
13 W 081E/ 9091954
13 Wd 005 / 9050y

13 W4 00E f oy Tgung |

13 Wd O0°S f 906U

4RO i / 90 LZTuRE painbay Bupusd
17 WY 00:6 / 30780 a84 pasinbiay *Bugpia
ARc g § 0T ET g paanbey Ty
13vd ez / 9aaT ey paanbey "BupLsg
L3 W 0021 7 90ran ay pagnbey “Buipleg
IF Wy nme famegang paanbay *tupuag |

13y oo s f an g ung paanbay “Bupuad

G

T IR, AT ST TR TR PW

e T NI E LR R

ST TR PR SR g L
R KRN 5

TUNESH IR GO0T 1 B

(G e

RS ET g

TS PO S EL mm

Jepusied

~(RpRURD pUy _m DAY FEIE-EEB-9F0-1
: CH SHLE- %w.&a 1 tg%m ”

oo¥




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 11 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

208

SO0 LIS e OB
WHEY DSOS Grusp

PrEp

WY LB R ST D : BLRE-

WO USRI TOWED  GPED

UGS

525 {(E02)

£27 {£02)

656 (£02)

056 4-635 (£08) |

2TeT-G5S (02) -

1

ZIET-5EG (202 |

A s
kg

GR-£TY

bl Old

EEg-ess (gug)

HENS i

Iuapsald

AEanas
ARSI

UBULIREY

REca=2nEs Einly) :
LAESICQL Sy

RN AuBduwoy

BERLUP oA U

HOnEinding UOSLe

YD 16

ENUBLLELDN
AR DIRDE

GOURLLENATED

SURIAG HPeY
Aspliap puroy |

GRS

BEPYPLALY) 8AUE
el

BEYYULD: SIUELE
GRS HITHE
AT
SATPMBK piROg

BELFUANDD BOURLIL
SACLUBK PIPOG

KT AR

aspmuwoy |
SO IIADD |

ARG

HonR SR ) |

DEIBED Pres

ARPLBORG MyEIndInn
IBURUBE DRG]

Suoyg

AL aer

- .2%{4..: s«% e X
CSMRNITGHEH MBSO

VI

3

TR TR

PRI

SIDBRI0D

L09



US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 12 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

0t6
T =
Z L 0 [awEvivAvIiON| /7 9z
Ge e o ZC 4 0c 61
NNS | Lvs g | oAHL | @am | ant | now

900Z/62/9 — 900Z/61/9 1119

025 —

o

®

@

oo@l.q \
Z | | ¢ | 6z | 82 | 42 | 92
S

G7 YZ | 38 IYAY LON L2 0z 6L
NS 1vs SIS HL [aE=Hn N1l MNOW

900Z/62/9 — 9002/61/9 WO.L

1 'O
056 IR
P - f/wy/
P
0v6
\m@m
_
Z L | 0¢ |Zmavivavion| 2z | 9z
| y
Sz | vz |savivavion! 1z [N\QZ | 61
NNS | uvs | a3 | nmL w m:,r//z/o_z
9002/62/9 ~ 900Z/61/9 dNOHD

)

046



US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 13 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

€1 "Old

L0

12

/ m
s /
GOOL - 001 0001 —




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 14 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

P[44
\ /\\l.-lillljl\\

|

NOLLYINYOANI TYIONYNIA IA
SANSSEIVININNOHIANG "A
AHOLSIH ‘Al

S3ALLOArgao i

MIIAYIAO 43148 |
SANZLINOD 40 3149Vl 'l

A= SIAILDAE0 A -

SANSS TYINIANNOYIANT A

“F | NOILVIWNEOANT TYIONYNEA Al

¥ AHOLSIH ‘1
MIIAYINO 43144 ]
SINILNGD 40 F18vL

/

\

P DIA
¢ LNHIWNNDOA
oz~ [==
— | -
1 LNEWND0d
GLeh
N
g
S0T1

SAALL2TMG0 1A

S3ANSSI TVANINWNOHIANG ‘A

NOLLVYIAHO AN TVIONYNIL "Al
T QALYHOSHOONI

SYM ODOMIN
AHOLSIH il
T OOM3N

Aqg payoecidde ussg saey apn
MIIAMIAO 43849 1
SINIINOD 40 3718VL '}

S3NSSIIVININNOHIANT ‘A
 pejelodioou) 8BM OOATEN

AHOLSIH Al
SINLOAME0 M
" OOMIN

Ag payoeosdde usaq saey spp
MIAYEIAC 431H9 1
SINIINOD A0 3719V i

0021 .

-//,, f//l\! \

3

SIALLDZNGO A

SANSSI TVINIANOHIANTG A
NOILVINGOANI TYIONYNE “Al
AHOLSIH i

MIINGIAC 43148 il
SINZINOO 40 31avl i




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 15 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

04¢t

gl "Old

ONTE o sa Oy LADEBIA WIS
sy m%m@ww?mwm _ _ BRI AT W/
sy *hryeana
e SRS | _ _ CSTIRLANY 4] R
PARGE CIRGRLIe
1:953 _ _ AIRue B aang i\
. s 4
17 i piaiiy M | AR By ‘H_
L
LONDLLLION DUlook euonnny b
R TR IR I
\ ~ Bupesiy yoely w BUR@on 8s00LD ¢
|
—
mme Ty P Ty e TR ™
e | 1008 paROg YOOI | woompiwom esoous ¢
0624~
1 | seInuil Suesw 10 eplL |,
4
A

SN Bupasp] #3e9an

Mw?&qu — vsez ”.

o pozl

ovcl J



US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 16 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

91 "Oid

A ™ [ SRR YTy

0Ll o ] SIBCPIIOEY TR0 T Iy
AT AR

A APBAY B30 g BABGUMIOTY AR Oy

PIEAELT T IBGE L,
reams ) g g
SIGLERAGE CSIE LA
B4R Ty RSt

SONUALGTY poaBiusthuon

B

SUDIaSEH e 1BsN 1Nams 0

s

R PO TR R

Ea e ot ko e k]

OO DOeA TIDA IR LD
BIUARIRRL RUOILDEER AUR Dy P alacedii) uhiei ARy
HOOO DIOOY DUS DUTODUL OUl WO SI0USISW QDU 5

sanUA Bupssy ayeD

T g ..

MO b

o




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 17 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

Ocvl —

oovlL —

L "Old

Oyl

..z,q/ 4¢3 O] LBALIOTY D @ABRT

- ;
\J SRR B0y IO Ty SRS T U RN ARy
ﬂwﬁ.wmgg% w.vquz.,fw .uC.ﬁ‘Y.wﬁmH a.n\”w._m

TRNBRNG Y PP

sa g gsensaad viihernls:

ORI BERRERL S PARDY

BOAFY BIPT PO WNEHT AMPT LR0g Ao
L openmdag my CHOWNUCT OGENET Uaafrs seiBnog] TR ol iy WOY TRIIe IRl SR J THasa Y
: S EALREN LAY (AN OL

{rromuany prmw sy
{aes X Aucr ooy wojunpg Aomsaty prvos)
TOPRRE IR Po vaee ]
SAINMELY BUBRIT pavoyf 30 apluae g

seniuny Suilesw U ﬁwrt.n.u,_ pue Jip=s s

saynulp Bunas 21esin

SRR




US 9,235,862 B1

Sheet 18 of 18

Jan. 12, 2016

U.S. Patent

8l "Old

RS T T [T

EE ST IOTIERT [

T WEFETTOT IO PO (g SIUMOIDIN D0LOIN0Y

GOGL —+4 R OO0 T U
e f a5 wd MY SNNEEN SN BIECT UONES. SSINUA

0LS1 \\ ...... I SIOML URGP AOUTY SOINLIEY
\..‘.-‘__\.\-.\.‘a.aa N SNUIY BURISY SIWLIIOD +D) SN 10 BIHL

%%w .

e

0061 -



US 9,235,862 B1

1

CORPORATE BOARD MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to systems and
methods for improving communications and information
flow. In a specific embodiment, communications and infor-
mation flow to and between corporate board members are
improved.

2. Description of the Related Art

In the Sarbanes-Oxley era, boards of directors and the
professionals who serve them are under increasing pressure
to improve the governance processes of their companies. As a
result of Sarbanes-Oxley, directors are being held more
accountable for the actions of their company. Many corporate
secretaries have voiced the opinion that since Sarbanes-Ox-
ley, they have had to increasingly prioritize board communi-
cations and work harder to improve governance processes.

Directors on a corporate board are expected to make deci-
sions for the corporation on a wide variety of issues, for
example, quality initiatives, potential business deals, finan-
cial outlooks, compliance and business development. Boards
of directors meet regularly to discuss management issues and
to review any corporate deals that may be in progress. These
meetings may be held monthly, quarterly or semi-annually.
Theboard of directors needs to be kept up to date on corporate
progress on a number of fronts. Information gathering for a
board can be a daunting task, particularly when the company
is a large international corporation. Information from subsid-
iaries and other corporate entities, other than the parent cor-
poration, may be needed to be gathered and condensed. Such
information may then be placed into a format wherein direc-
tors, with different levels of understanding pertaining to par-
ticular corporate matters, can all be brought up to at least a
level of understanding such that they can make reasonable
business decisions for the corporation.

Corporate secretaries are frequently assigned the task of
distributing relevant company information and reference
materials to members of the board of directors. This informa-
tion may be placed in a number of corporate board books
which may be directed to the members of the board in general
or with respect to committees within the board of directors.
The most current information available is often what is
needed for a fully informed decision of the board.

Board members may comprise individuals residing in
diverse geographic locations. Some board members may
reside internationally as compared to the standard location of
the board meeting. It therefore may be a formidable task to get
all members of the board together in one place. The difficulty
in getting board members together may relate not only to the
geographic locations of board members at a particular point
intime, but also relate to divergent scheduling concerns of the
different board members. It is not atypical for a board member
to be employed in a top level position at another company,
and/or to be a board member on another corporate board.

In the past, board functions have relied on paper-based
systems and the need to manually correlate travel arrange-
ments among members of the board. Documents pertaining to
corporate activities, as for example, potential deals, could be
prepared and then disseminated to members for their review
and comment. Ultimate selection of a course of action might
then be required at a meeting of the board. Such methodology
may be time-consuming, and decisions relating to corporate
activities may have to be stalled until a board meeting can be
held.
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U.S. Pat. No. 6,983,263 describes an electronic boardroom
to facilitate review of business specific information. Boards
of directors are said to be able to conduct a meeting in real-
time on-line. U.S. Pat. No. 6,983,263 asserts a system that
permits directors to review comments of other directors on
corporate issues as well as to supply their own comments for
review by other directors. Via a web page links may be pro-
vided allowing one to review information such as deals to be
reviewed, business reviews, financials, report generation,
employee performance reviews, and productivity review. The
electronic boardroom is said to facilitate movement of infor-
mation and reduce the time and travel associated with face-
to-face meetings.

U.S. Patent Publication No. 2005/0108268A1 describes a
company board data processing system and method. Such
system and method provides a user interface platform to
supply information related to members of boards of compa-
nies and to enable comparison of board members or boards at
the board member level. The system stores parameters related
to board members of a plurality of boards. The user interface
allows one to compare parameters between board members
and/or boards at board member level. Information pertaining
to the company such as operating profit and assets may also be
stored.

While such electronic systems provide advantage over
paper based systems, there are arguably numerous needs of
directors which are not addressed. For example, directors
need not only raw information pertaining to the company
which they represent to make a decision, but may also rely on
parallel information pertaining to peer-type companies. They
may also need fast access to information pertaining to their
representations on other corporate boards. Further, such sys-
tems also do little for the corporate secretary who must com-
pile information needed by the members of the board, or
committees of the board, who must schedule meetings among
the board members, and who must keep meticulous notes of
corporate minutes. Such systems may also fail in providing
the extent of confidentiality necessary to prevent eavesdrop-
ping in communications and transmissions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

There is provided herein a computer-implemented method
comprising: transmitting a request for data over a publicly-
available widely disseminated network; receiving encrypted
data over a secure socket layer while connected to the pub-
licly-available widely disseminated network; decrypting the
encrypted data; storing the decrypted data in encrypted form
on a data storage device.

Protected transmissions may also be effectuated by another
embodiment, a computer-implemented method comprising:
gathering data; encrypting said data; configuring a transmis-
sion of said data so as to prevent decryption of said data by a
remote receiving computer of said transmission while said
remote receiving computer is connected to a publicly-avail-
able widely disseminated network; and transmitting said con-
figured transmission of said data.

There is also disclosed a client-server network system for
seeking and storing data in a secured manner, said system
comprising: means for transmitting from the client a request
for data over a publicly-available widely disseminated net-
work; means for transmitting from the server encrypted data
over a secure socket layer in response to the client request for
data while the means for transmitting the request for data is
connected to the publicly-available widely disseminated net-
work; means for decrypting the encrypted data at said client;
and means for storing said decrypted data in encrypted form
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on a data storage device at said client. Such means may
include software, hardware, firmware or a combination
thereof. The publicly-available widely disseminated com-
puter network may be the Internet or other ICP/IP system.

Further security in protecting transmitted data may be pro-
vided by a method in a client-server system for transmitting
confidential data over a publicly-available widely dissemi-
nated computer network, the method comprising: sending
from a client to a server over a publicly-available widely
disseminated computer network a request for data desired to
be confidentially reviewed by the sender; receiving at the
client the confidential data in encrypted form; storing the
encrypted form confidential data on a storage medium asso-
ciated with the client; disconnecting the client from the
widely disseminated public computer network; decrypting at
the client the encrypted form confidential data from the stor-
age medium; and reviewing at the client the decrypted confi-
dential data. Similarly, there is provided a computer-imple-
mented method comprising: gathering data; encrypting the
data; configuring a transmission of the data so as to prevent
decryption of the data by a remote receiving computer of the
transmission while the remote receiving computer is con-
nected to a publicly-available widely disseminated network;
and transmitting the configured transmission of the data to a
remote receiving computer. Similarly, there is disclosed a
computer system comprising: means for gathering data;
means for encrypting the gathered data; means for configur-
ing a transmission of the data so as to prevent decryption of
the data by a remote receiving computer of the transmission
while the remote receiving computer is connected to a pub-
licly-available widely disseminated network; and means for
transmitting the configured transmission of the data to a
remote receiving computer. The means of such system may be
software, hardware, firmware, or a combination thereof. The
means for preventing decryption of said data by the remote
receiving computer of the transmission while the remote
receiving computer is connected to a publicly-available
widely disseminated network, may be digital rights software
controlling the remote receiving computer, the digital rights
software operatively configured to determine if there is an
active connection to a publicly-available widely disseminated
computer network, and to prevent decryption of the encrypted
data if such an active connection exists. The publicly-avail-
able widely disseminated computer network may be the Inter-
net. The data gathered may be gathered through lines secured
from public access.

In one embodiment, access to the information is limited to
members of the board of a corporation.

Authorized information flow between members of a cor-
porate board may be controlled as in a computer-imple-
mented method comprising: classifying as private, restricted-
access, or publicly-available information provided by a
member of a corporate board and stored on data storage
structure; and transmitting the information provided by the
member of a corporate board from the data storage structure
to another member of a corporate board upon request by the
another member of a corporate board when the request is
directed either to publicly-available information, or when the
request seeks restricted-access information with the restric-
tion not applying to the another member of a corporate board.

In one embodiment, the information being transmitted is
information pertaining to members of the corporate board.
Such information may be provided by a processing system
comprising: a data storage structure storing parameters
related to a plurality of board members belonging to a plural-
ity of boards, wherein the data is stored as either private to
other board member users of the system, semi-publicly avail-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

able to other users of the system, or fully-public to other users
of'the system; board member user selection means configured
for allowing a board member user of the system to provide
information concerning the board member user to the data
storage structure and mark the same as either private, semi-
publicly available to other board member users of the system,
or fully-public to users of the system; and board member user
access means configured to allow a member of a corporate
board to access fully-publicly available board member infor-
mation, and if authorized, semi-publicly available informa-
tion, pertaining to other users of the system, or other corporate
boards.

The information requested by a board member may relate
to financial information concerning a peer company. Thus,
further envisioned is a method of using a computer to gather
extemporaneous financial information about a peer company,
the method comprising: seeking through a display device text
input related to two or more peer companies of interest;
reviewing on the display device in response to the text input
two or more graphics representing a link to a financial infor-
mation resource containing financial information specific to
the peer companies; seeking by interacting with one or more
of the two or more link graphics financial information per-
taining to one or more peer companies; obtaining financial
information pertaining to the one or more peer companies
linked by the graphics upon interaction with the correspond-
ing graphic. Financial information concerning a peer com-
pany may further be provided by a computer program product
in a client-server network comprising a computer useable
medium readable by a digital processing apparatus and tan-
gibly embodying a program of instructions comprising com-
puter readable program code executable by the digital pro-
cessing apparatus to perform method steps comprising:
generating company-specific links to financial information
sources pertaining to a multiplicity of companies based on
input from a client indicating interest in the multiplicity of
companies; generating a computer-readable data transmis-
sion having a data structure comprising a portion identifying
individual display graphics representing each company-spe-
cific link; transmitting the computer-readable data transmis-
sion to the client; performing extemporaneous searching of
one or more links for financial information pertaining to the
specific client upon interaction of the client with a display
graphic associated with the company-specific link.

The information requested may also comprise information
related to the board activities of two or more boards on which
the board member user sits. In such embodiment, there is
disclosed a method in a computer system for displaying infor-
mation pertaining to the corporate activities of two or more
companies on which the user serves as a member of a corpo-
rate board: displaying in a first portion of a computer screen a
drop down box configured to display a plurality of selectable
corporate board links which the user is authorized to review
upon interaction with the drop down box; displaying infor-
mation in a second portion of the computer screen pertaining
to financial information folders of the selected corporate
board link containing select information available for review
by the user, wherein the folders include board books and
annual reports; and displaying in third portion a list of docu-
ments available for the selected folder in the second portion.
Further provided is a method in a computer system for dis-
playing information pertaining to the corporate activities of
two or more companies on which the user serves as a member
of a corporate board: displaying in a first portion of a com-
puter screen a drop down box configured to display a plurality
of selectable corporate board links which the user is autho-
rized to review upon interaction with the drop down box;
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displaying information in a second portion of the computer
screen pertaining to financial information folders of the
selected corporate board link containing select information
available for review by the user, wherein the folders include
board books and annual reports; and displaying in third por-
tion a list of documents available for the selected folder in the
second portion.

Further, there are provided systems and methods for
improving communications between board members, and
improving the gathering and dissemination of information
needed by board members.

In one such aspect, there is provided a computer system for
creating a document from an outline, the system comprising:
means for preparing an outline having headings and subhead-
ings; means for writing text into, and importing documents
into the outline at the level of headings and subheadings to
form an annotated outline; means for converting the anno-
tated outline into a generated document ordered with respect
to the outline; and means for permitting movement of the
headings and subheadings of the outline so as to generate a
newly ordered document based upon the reordered headings
and subheadings without the need for manual implementation
of movement of the text or documents along with the head-
ings or subheadings in the outline. The generated document
may be a board book for a corporate board. The outline may
relate to a event agenda, such as a meeting agenda. Similarly,
there is provided a computer implemented method compris-
ing: identifying in a first document a set of headings compris-
ing a first heading and a second heading, the first heading
being associated with a first set of text and the second heading
being associated with a second set of text; detecting a reor-
dering of the set of headings; and in response to detecting the
reordering of the set of headings, automatically reordering the
first set of text and the second set of text.

Inanother such aspect, there is provided a computer-imple-
mented method comprising: generating a first query, the first
query associated with a first electronic calendar maintained
by a first party for periods of availability; generating a second
query, the second query associated with a second electronic
calendar maintained by a second party for periods of avail-
ability; receiving a set of responses to the first query and the
second query identifying from the set of responses a period of
common availability. Optionally the method may further
comprise: determining whether any of the periods of common
availability fit within a desired time frame for a communica-
tion between the first and second party. The method may
further optionally comprise: sending out an invitation for a
communication between the first and second party if a period
of common availability is determined within a desired time
frame for a communication between the first and second
party. The desired time frame may be contiguous or non-
contiguous. The communication between the first and second
party may be selected from at least one of: a meeting, a
teleconference, and an audio-visual/video conference. Simi-
larly, there is disclosed a computer system for providing
suggested meeting times in a desired time realm to two or
more individuals maintaining on separate networks, elec-
tronic calendars indicating availability/non-availability over
a period of time, the system comprising: means for querying
the electronic calendars to determine periods of time within
the desired time realm in which each of the two or more
individuals have not indicated non-availability on their cal-
endars; and means for correlating those periods of time in
which non-availability is not indicated in each of the two or
more individuals’ electronic calendars to determine common
periods of availability. Such system may further comprise:
means for comparing the periods of common availability to
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determine those periods of time which most closely meet the
desired time realm; and means for transmitting one or more
proposed meeting times encompassing the common avail-
ability periods to the two or more individuals with a request
for confirmation of attendance. The desired time realm may
be a contiguous time frame, non-contiguous time frame, time
of'day, days forecast for particular weather conditions, or time
of year.

While the methods and systems of such embodiments, or
components thereof, may employ computers, such as general
purpose computers, that are programmed to perform the vari-
ous control and management functions in accordance with
such method and system, such embodiments or elements of
such embodiments, may entail the use of software, firmware,
hardware, or a combination thereof. Thus, the various control
functions may be implemented not only by software, but also
by hardware, and firmware, or a combination thereof, for
example, certain functionality may be performed by way of
an application specified integrated circuit (ASIC), digital sig-
nal processor (DSP) hardware, network processor, field pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA), read-only memory (ROM) for
storing software, random access memory (RAM), program-
mable logic device (PLD), programmable read only memory
(PROM), programmable logic array (PLA), generic array
logic (GAL), and non-volatile storage. Other hardware, con-
ventional and/or custom, may also be included in effectuating
such method embodiments and/or with respect to the system
embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the invention are illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘User Login’
information page;

FIG. 2 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Board Home’
information page;

FIG. 3 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Reference
Library Seminars’ information page;

FIG. 4 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Meeting Sum-
mary’ information page;

FIG. 5 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Messages’
information page;

FIG. 6 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Documents’
information page;

FIG. 7 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Board Book
Summary’ information page;

FIG. 8 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Audit Commit-
tee’ information page;

FIG. 9 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Research’ infor-
mation page;

FIG. 10 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Calendar’
information page; and

FIG. 11 is a screen shot of a user interface ‘Contacts’
information page.

FIG. 12 is an illustration of a group calendar system.

FIG. 13 is an illustration of a computer network system.

FIG. 14 is an screen shot sequence showing a document
modification system.

FIG. 15 is a first screen shot of a meeting minutes creation
page.

FIG. 16 is a second screen shot of a meeting minutes
creation page.

FIG. 17 is a third screen shot of a meeting minutes creation

page.
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FIG. 18 is a screen shot of a meeting minutes summary
page.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In embodiments of the present invention, there is disclosed
a system configured to provide information over a distributed
network and to improve the speed in which information can
be compiled and the security of its transmission and storage.

In one aspect of the uses of such systems members of
corporate boards who seek relevant information pertaining to
the companies they represent, and may seek streamlining of
the preparation and distribution of corporate information to
members of the corporate board. While further discussion of
embodiments below concentrate on applications to members
of a corporate board, as would be understood, such embodi-
ments have wider application to users in general. Access to
such systems may entail user authentication and the need for
decryption software to decrypt encrypted communications.

Members of corporate boards may have need for both
confidential and non-confidential information in order to
make informed judgments about the appropriate course of
action for a corporation. Information flow can be the bottle-
neck in the timing of decisions pertaining to corporate mat-
ters. The failure to make a decision at an optimal time point
may mean wasted economic resources for a company and
result in a failure to maximize profits obtainable by a corpo-
ration. Delays in information flow can be caused by the man-
ner in which information is transmitted to a board member,
e.g. by paper, orally or by electronic transfer, the time expen-
diture necessary to obtain data as, for example, the connection
time in searching issues on the internet, and the inability of
group decision makers to timely confer among each other to
reach a consensus as to the appropriate course of action.
Members of corporate boards may receive most of their per-
tinent information from corporate board books prepared by
the corporate secretary, committee documents, email and let-
ter communications between board members, on-line
searches pertaining to matters of interest, and from discus-
sions in corporate board meetings which often must be pains-
takingly scheduled due to competing requirements by differ-
ent members of the corporate board.

Improvement on the methods of communication of infor-
mation pertinent to corporate decision making to members of
corporate boards are needed, as well as improvement in com-
munication of information to persons in general, and in other
occupations, jobs and duties.

In an embodiment of the present invention such as illus-
trated in FIG. 13, there is provided an information providing
computer system which allows for easy access by authorized
members of a corporate board or any other type of user via a
widely disseminated public network, such as the internet, yet
provides secured transmissions between the information pro-
viding source and the information requesting source via
encrypted transmissions. As illustrated in FIG. 13, multiple
clients 1000, 1010, 1120 may seek information pertaining
from a server 1075 through non-secure publicly-available
lines 1045, 1095, 1055 by way of a publicly-available widely
disseminated network system 1065 such as the Internet.
Transmissions to the server 1085 also may be non-secure.
Server 1075, which may obtain data from other servers 1070
via a secure or non-secure line 1080, may be programmed to
provide secured transmissions 1090 through the publicly-
available widely disseminated network system 1065 to clients
1000, 1010, and 1025. Server 1075 For example the trans-
missions 1050, 1100, and 1060 reaching clients 1000, 1010,
and 1020, respectively, may be over a secure socket layer as
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via the SSL protocol employing public key encryption and
ensuring data integrity. Clients 1000, 1010 and 1120, or a
subset thereof, are provided the decryption code necessary for
decoding the encrypted data. Clients 1000, 1010, and 1120
are also provided digital rights software which causes storage
of'the decrypted data to be stored as encrypted data when such
information is transmitted (1030, 1035, 1040) to data storage
devices 1005, 1015, and 1025, respectively, associated with
the client. By keeping the data in storage devices 1005, 1015,
and 1025 in encrypted form, extra security is provided against
hackers when the user of the system re-enters the publicly-
available widely disseminated network 1065. Further secu-
rity may be provided by including on clients 1000, 1010 and
1120, or a subset thereof, digital rights management software
which checks for connections (such as by pinging) to pub-
licly-available widely disseminated networks, such as the
Internet, and which is operatively configured to permit
decryption of the encrypted code only if there is no active
connection to one ore more publicly-available widely dis-
seminated network.

Turning to FIG. 1, there is shown an exemplary web-based
home page 100 allowing for access into an embodiment cor-
porate board information management system. The exem-
plary web-based page 100 includes a login portion 120 which
includes input boxes for input of the user’s name 125 and a
pass code 130. The pass code may represent a code generated
by a program running on the user’s computer or on a token
provided to the user, with or without a user generated pass-
word. Input of username and pass code may be by means of
login button 135, with reset button 140 permitting resetting of
the username and pass code. After activation of login button
135, authentication of username and pass code permits access
to main functionality screen 200 of FIG. 2 that may acknowl-
edge authentication, for example, by way of a welcome ban-
ner 220, or similar text, or by sound or other sense messaging.
Main functionality screen 200 may provide links allowing a
user to obtain information of interest to the user.

As depicted in FIG. 2, main functionality screen 200 may
permit users to obtain link information pertaining to the cor-
porate board on which they sit. Ifa board member sits on more
than one board, the board information links may change
according to the board selected by the user. Board selections
may be made, for example, by way of selection box 205
which allows an user to change board information links sim-
ply by selecting the appropriate board from a drop down
menu or scroll menu. The types of information links available
through main functionality screen 200 may differ signifi-
cantly. For example, as depicted in FIG. 2, the screen display
may include a graphic information link such as calendar 290
which depicts the period of time as set forth at selection boxes
255. The current date 245, non-available times, holidays, etc.,
may be highlighted, or otherwise visually designated and one
or more graphics 243 may be associated with a day on the
calendar in superscript, subscript, or median fashion to
graphically depict the type of activity scheduled for that day
and the relative time frame in which the activity will take
place (as shown at 243, for example, a meeting in the morning
(subscript) versus mid-day (normal script) or in the evening
(superscript)). Graphic symbols may further be explainedin a
legend, as depicted at 225, under the calendar or other graphic
incorporating graphic symbols, and such legends themselves
may include links to more detailed information. Information
links 230, 240, 250, 260, 270, and 280 each provide links to
different information sources, respectfully as depicted, meet-
ings, messages, board books, documents, draft board books
and draft documents. The number of distinct information
sources retrievable through such links may be set forth in
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conjunction with information links 230, 240, 250, 260, 270,
and 280 as shown at 252. Buttons 234, 244, 254 and 264 may
provide for functionalities that alter information in the infor-
mation links 230, 240, 250, and 260 or in the graphic.

In an embodiment, users of the system are presented at
main functionality screen 200 with a number of window
selection tabs 210, for example, board home tab 211, com-
mittee tab 212, calendar tab 213, message tab 214, contacts
tab 215, documents tab 216, research tab 217, reference
library tab 218, and settings tab 219. Each of these window
selection tabs may allow for further selections by way, for
example, generation of a pull down menu upon interaction
with the tab.

In the example set forth, board home tab 211 allows the
user to access the home page directly.

Interaction with committees tab 212 allows the user to
select a specific committee in which the user is involved from
a pre-existing list of committees. This pull-down tab may
permit the user to select a specific committee from a pre-
existing list. Upon selection, the user may be taken to that
committee’s specific page where the user will have the ability
to manage committee meetings, committee board books and
committee documents that are relevant to the selected com-
mittee. FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary embodiment commit-
tee page 281. The user may select on such page via pull down
menu tab 287 the subject of interest, in the case illustrated
“compensation” and the subtype of information requested in
this case “seminars.” Presentation may then be made on the
web page of different information pertaining to the subject
and subtype of information requested, as shown, date of the
seminar 282, subject of the seminar 284, title of the seminar
285, and sponsor of the seminar 286. The user may also have
the capability to send messages to all members of the given
committee directly from this page. In one embodiment, only
the corporate secretary and members of a specific committee
will have access to a committee page.

Interaction with the calendar tab 213 may be designed to
bring the user to a list of upcoming scheduled events. By
clicking on a specific meeting, the user may gain access to
relevant meeting materials as well as have the optionto RSVP
to the selected meeting. As shown in FIG. 4, screen 291
displays, a meeting summary 292 setting forth particulars of
the meeting such as dial-in number, start and end time may be
set forth, with the RSVP status 295 of each invitee 296 set
forth. RSVP buttons 293 may be provided to transmit an
attendance reply or non-attendance reply, and/or to change a
prior reply with respect to attendance/non-attendance. A
reminder button 294 may also be operatively configured to
cause an invitation reminder to be sent to one or more invitees
who have not indicated whether they will or will not be
attending the meeting at the published times. Material to be
discussed at the meeting, or to be reviewed before the meet-
ing, may be appended such as at attached materials box 297.
Ifthe meeting is one that the user has scheduled, the user may
be given the ability to edit the meeting summary. Interaction
with calendar tab 213 may cause display of a calendar web
page such as set forth at FIG. 10. As shown at FIG. 10, screen
400 displays a calendar display 402 may set forth different
events. As illustrated, meeting events past, present and future
that have been or were scheduled are shown. Such type of
event display may be controlled by the input into radio control
panel 401 and/or selection through a meetings link.

Turning to FIG. 12, there is illustrated a system and method
for scheduling meetings based on the schedules of more than
one person. It is not atypical for individuals to maintain their
own personal electronic calendars on their own computer
systems or networks 900, 920. Each calendar may include
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information concerning the availability and non-availability
910, 930, respectively, of the individual over a period of time,
and within a day within such period of time. In an embodi-
ment, there is disclosed a system and method which pulls
information concerning the availability of persons from their
electronic calendars stored on their computer systems and
networks 900, 920 and computes a group calendar 960 from
such multiple inputs to determine the availability (or at least
no notation of non-availability) and non-availability of per-
sons within such group. Such system and method provides for
pulling information from calendars of persons within the
group from a single network as well as across networks and
disparate networks. As illustrated data may be obtained from
such calendars by access of a processor 950 maintaining a
program configured to receive input from each calendar and
to generate a group calendar through a publicly-available
widely disseminated network 940, such as the Internet, or
through other transmission means as more private network
connections. From the group calendar, one can then deter-
mine times best suited for a meeting, telephone conference,
video conference, event, etc. (avoiding non-availability times
970). In one optional aspect of such embodiment, the pro-
gram may automatically generate a request for a meeting
based upon input into the group calendar, e.g., in respect to
group calendar 960, a suggestion that a meeting be held on
June 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, or 30. Of course, such suggestion may
be sent with an RSVP request. If such request is not
responded to, the program may be configured to provided
further RSVP requests. If a RSVP request is denied, the
program may search for other days of availability and suggest
the same, e.g., in respect of input on group calendar 960 a
Saturday meeting on June 24 or July 1. The system may look
at a number of factors in the time realm, such as time of day,
days fitting within a period of time forecast to meet certain
weather conditions, day of week, times surrounding or
encompassing another event, etc. A desired time realm for a
meeting may be contiguous or non-contiguous, for example,
a seminar may be desired to be held on a Monday morning,
Wednesday afternoon, and Friday at noon.

Interaction with the messages tab 214 may be designed to
bring the user to the secure messages feature of the system.
From this area, a user may compose and delete secure email
messages as well as organize email into folders. Emails may
be secured causing encrypted emails to be sent to the user,
such secured emails may or may not be allowed to be read
when the user is connected to a publicly-accessible widely
distributed network, such as the Internet. To notify auser of a
secured email on the system, without the user needing to be
connected to the system itself, the user may be sent an email
via a publicly-accessible widely distributed network, such as
the Internet, to standard notitying devices, such as a black-
berry or smart phone with email capability. The user may then
request through the publicly-accessible widely distributed
network the email from the system by entering into, for
example, message web page 500 of FIG. 5 having message
folders 501 containing numerous messages 502 which may
be selected for review. Selected messages may then be sent in
encrypted form to the user, for review when the user is online,
or more securely oft-line with respect to the publicly-acces-
sible widely distributed network.

Interaction with contacts tab 215 may proffer the user with
such information as the contact information for all board
members, which information may be filtered by committee.
By clicking on a specific contact’s name, the user may be led
to additional biographical information about the individual.
By clicking on the contact’s email address, an email may be
sent directly to the contact member by a publicly-accessible
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widely distributed network, or the one email may be sent by a
publicly-accessible widely distributed network that informs
the member of a secured email on the system, and the system
once logged into by the member may send an encrypted
transmission comprising the actual message. As indicated
above, such encrypted message may be configured to allow
the member only to read the message when not connected into
a publicly-accessible widely distributed network. FIG. 11
illustrates an exemplary contact web page 600 which may be
entered by interaction with contacts tab 215. Message access
to individuals may be made by means of links such as seen at
601. Contacts desired to be reviewed may be tailored by
selecting a role for the committee members of interest as
through, for example, search box 602.

When interacting with a documents tab 216, the user may
be taken to document access web page 700 such as seen at
FIG. 6. Such access web page 700 may comprise a document
folder portion 710 of the web page and a folder document
descriptor portion 711 of the web page allowing for one to
select the folder the user is interested in (such as “all docu-
ments” as shown in FIG. 6) and then to choose the particular
document of interest from folder document descriptor portion
711 of the web page. The user may be provided with drop
down choices, such as to review specific documents or all
documents, or a subset of the same. Documents may be
searched for by input into a search bar portion 720 of the web
page. For example, the user may select to review a particular
board book. The user may then be provided the opportunity to
organize documents by managing folder, search for docu-
ments by descriptors, such as date, committee and status. The
user can then view such documents. The user may also upload
new documents, new versions of documents, as well as work
with documents, such as board books, via the web page. The
user may be provided with both final and draft documents,
such as board books. Authority may be needed for a user to
enter and change any such documents. For example, draft
board books may only appear on a committee head’s or cor-
porate secretary’s screens when they are the only users who
have the access to create board books.

FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary web page 721 for reviewing
materials related to a board book. Such web page may com-
prise a web page portion 722 summarizing the board book
being reviewed such as date created and role of the book. A
password 725 which must be entered to read certain docu-
ments may be appended therein to further secure access to
confidential documents. In one embodiment, there is pro-
vided an outline preview portion 723 which sets forth a
review of the board book being reviewed, allowing docu-
ments to be reviewed without need to open the entire book and
scroll to the document of interest within the board book. FIG.
8 illustrates an exemplar web page 300 that may be displayed
upon seeking information related to audit committees as
offered in document folder menu 710 of FIG. 6. Such web
page may be divided into different information boxes, as
shown, upcoming committee meeting portion 301, recent
board books related to committee interest 302, and recent
documents of committee interest 303. Functionality may fur-
ther be supplied to allow the user to contact other members of
the committee with messages as through send message box
304.

In an application of a minute writer functionality, the user
submits a request to create new meeting minutes, the system
opens a form for creating meeting minutes, the user create
minutes within a board book summary with attached files
pre-populated in the minutes forms, the system loads a list of
users who were invited to the meeting, the user checks oft the
attendance of those persons at the meeting, the user enters
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additional information about the meeting, the user adds or
removes reference materials that were covered or not covered
in the meeting, the user edits the permission list to indicate
who can view and edit minutes, the system populates the
minutes with input by the user, the user formats the content of
the minutes and writes the meeting minutes. Once the notes
are done, the meeting minutes may be saved in pdf to prevent
inadvertent or unauthorized changes to the minutes and the
user may route the minutes for approval, or the system may
automatically route the minutes for approval. The meeting
minutes when in editable form may be edited to remove
attached materials, to alter user permissions (whether the user
has full control or read only permission to the minutes), or
select another board book or meeting. The ability to alter the
populated agenda from the board book is important as last
minute changes in agenda may occur during a board meeting.
The user should be able to view a summary of the meeting
minutes from a list of meetings stored on the system. Such
summary may be in a form such as shown in FIG. 18, a screen
1500, wherein a pdf version of the meeting minutes 1510
along with any reference material documents 1505 are
included along with summary information 1520. A user
advantageously many edit and make changes to the minutes
while viewing the meeting summary if authorized to do so.

The system may include functionality allowing for easy
manipulation in the production of documents and books.
Such functionality is shown in FIG. 14, wherein there is
shown a system for creating a document from an electroni-
cally displayed outline. Such system employs software and/or
hardware, or a combination of the same, that allows for pre-
paring an outline having headings and subheadings and
which permits text to be written under the headings/subhead-
ings, and/or documents imported under such headings and
subheadings. Such system then allows one by simply moving
the headings and subheadings in the outline, or the outline
annotated with the text/documents, and to generate a newly
ordered document based upon the reordered headings and
subheadings without the need to manually move the text
itself, and then to regenerate the outline. Thus there is pro-
vided a method in a computer system wherein reordering
within a first document a first heading associated with first
text with respect to a second heading associated with second
text without moving the first or second text, and then auto-
matically generating a second document with the first and
second text being ordered according to the reordering of the
first and second heading. An examplar application is illus-
trated in FIG. 14. At 1200 there is illustrated an exemplar
outline. Such outline may then be filed in by providing text, or
documents under the headings, as seen at 1205 and a docu-
ment/book 1215 produced in the order of the outline. Head-
ings in such system are permitted to be reorder with respect to
one another either in an over all outline screen such as shown
at 1210 or with respect to an annotated outline as at 1205. A
reordered outline 1220 and corresponding reordered anno-
tated outline 1225 is thus produced, allowing a differently
ordered document/book 1230 to be produced.

FIG. 15 illustrates a screen 1240 which may be reached
through the documents tab or other tab or folder such as the
board book summary or meeting summary, which provides a
tool for quickly creating a minutes template and recording
meeting meetings for, for example, a board meeting. For
example, the system may be configured to create meeting
minutes directly form a board book summary, with the board
book agenda and attached files included in the minutes.

Minutes typically include a record of all actions taken
during a meeting and record the comings and goings of par-
ticipants, and may include the amount of time spent on each
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agenda item, and any deviation from the agenda. Minutes are
usually taken during the meeting or immediately thereafter
and may be required to be routed for approval, with a final
copy being retained permanently or for significant periods of
time. As illustrated at FIG. 15 meeting minute creation screen
1240 provides input portions. At 1245 the meeting minutes
are described in a title. At 1250 and 1255 one is allowed to
attach one or more documents or books, such as a board book,
or meeting, to the meeting minutes. At 1260 and 1270 infor-
mation is input with respect to persons at the meeting and
persons who could not attend the meeting with input pertain-
ing to whether the meeting had enough persons who were
needed for a particular authorization (e.g. a quorum). Look-
ing at screen 1300 of FIG. 16, there is shown a further drill
down to allow reference materials 1305 which may be useful
in understanding the minutes, or events described in the min-
utes, to be viewed by select users, either with the right to alter
the reference material or read-it only 1310. At FIG. 17, there
is shown an exemplar screen page 1400 wherein a meeting
minutes template 1410 from the input on the screens of FIGS.
15 and 16 is set up for input of minutes When minutes are
completed the document may be converted to a pdf and saved
1420 (in order to prevent further manipulation of the docu-
ment). A summary of the meeting minutes may be automati-
cally generated as set forth at FIG. 18, wherein the meeting
minutes along with reference materials are available via links.
Other functionality that may be provided during creation of
the meeting minutes include: importation/removal of the
board book, importation/removal of meetings, attachment/
removal of reference files, editing the user permissions, for-
matting and editing content of minutes and viewing of meet-
ing minutes and summary.

The user may gain access to a research application offered
by the system through research tab 217 of FIG. 2. For
example, users may access via a research web page 800, such
as shown in FIG. 9, to obtain company financial information
820, for example, without limitation, the latest analyst
reports, earnings estimates, earnings call transcripts and
briefs, news, financial reports, ownership information, and
relevant SEC filings for the company which they represent.
Information about the company may be provided automati-
cally or upon input of information in radio buttons 810. Fur-
ther information may be provided, after input by the user,
regarding peer companies of interest to the user. For example,
radio buttons 810 may be used to obtain information regard-
ing the peer company. This feature allows board members to
be able to keep up with the latest news and information about
their company, and peers of their company 830.

The user may also be provided with access to a reference
library tab 215 which may lead to a web page allowing the
user to gain access to static information related to topics of
interest to board members. As with other tabs discussed, the
tab may have drop down functionality, in this case allowing
access articles on hundreds of corporate governance topics,
corporate boards, and reported deals.

Settings tab 219 allow a user to manage an account on the
system. Access to such tab may be limited in one or more
aspects to certain users, such as corporate secretaries and/or
assigned committee members. General users may have lim-
ited access so as to be able to make viewing choices which
best suit their needs. For example, a general user may be
allowed to go to “Settings™ to establish the time zone they
wish their calendar to be set to, customize their preferences
and profiles, etc.
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Such embodiment methods and systems, or elements of
such embodiments, may entail the use of software, firmware,
hardware, or a combination thereofto effectuate the function-
alities described.

While many of such embodiments described above are
directed to specific applications useful for members of a
corporate board, it should be understood that such systems
and methods have application to a much wider array of users
and persons.

Statement Regarding Preferred Embodiments

While the invention has been described with respect to
preferred embodiments, those skilled in the art will readily
appreciate that various changes and/or modifications can be
made to the invention without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims. All
documents cited herein are incorporated by reference herein
where appropriate for teachings of additional or alternative
details, features and/or technical background.

The invention claimed is:

1. A computer-implement method comprising:

generating a first query from a server, the first query asso-

ciated with a first electronic calendar maintained by a
first party for periods of availability;

generating a second query from the server, the second

query associated with a second electronic calendar
maintained by a second party for periods of availability,
the first query and second query;

receiving at said server a set of responses to the first query

and the second query identifying from the set of
responses a period of common availability adjusted for
time-zone variations based on geographical differences
of the first electronic calendar and the second electronic
calendar;

generating automatically a group electronic calendar from

the period of common availability adjusted for the time-
zone variations; and

generating automatically one or more webpages, based on

said group electronic calendar, and individually tailored
to each said first party and said second party, each
webpage comprising a set of selection tabs and at least
one personalized link associated with available user
actions, wherein said group electronic calendar is oper-
able to receive input from the first party via at least one
of said one or more webpages and said personalized link
is based at least in part on membership associated with
the first party.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

determining whether any of the periods of common avail-

ability fit within a desired time frame for a communica-
tion between said first and second party.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the desired time frame is
contiguous.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the desired time frame is
non-contiguous.

5. The method of claim 2 wherein the communication
between the first and second party is selected from at least one
of: a meeting, a teleconference, an audio-visual conference.

6. The method of claim 2 further comprising:

sending out an invitation for a communication between

said first and second party if a period of common avail-
ability is determined within a desired time frame for a
communication between said first and second party.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein said group electronic
calendar is operable to receive input from both the first party
and the second party.



US 9,235,862 B1

15

8. The method of claim 1 wherein said group electronic
calendar is operable to receive input from a third party asso-
ciated via one or more webpages individually tailored to said
third party.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein receiving input of a
selection by the first party to said group electronic calendar
via one of said one or more webpages causes a change to said
at least one personalized link.

10. The method of claim 1 wherein said personalized link
is a graphic.

11. The method of claim 9 wherein said graphic personal-
ized link depicts the type of activity scheduled.

12. The method of claim 1 wherein receiving input of a
selection by the first party to said group electronic calendar
occurs via said at least one personalized link.

13. The method of claim 1 wherein said group electronic
calendar is operable to receive input from a third party asso-
ciated with one or more webpages individually tailored to
said third party.

14. The computer system of claim 13 wherein said graphic
personalized link depicts the type of activity scheduled.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of selection tabs
comprises a calendar tab for listing one or more upcoming
scheduled events.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of selection tabs
comprises a committees tab to manage information associ-
ated with a selected committee.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of selection tabs
comprises a reference library tab for providing access to
information related to topics of interest of one or both of the
first part and the second party.

18. A computer system for providing suggested meeting
times in a desired time realm to two or more individuals
maintaining on separate networks electronic calendars indi-
cating availability over a period of time, said system compris-
ing:

(a) means for querying from a serve said electronic calen-
dars to determine periods of time within said time realm
in which each of said two or more individuals have not
indicated non-availability on their calendars;

(b) means for correlating those periods of time in which
non-availability is not indicated in each of said two or
more individual’s electronic calendars to determine
common periods of availability adjusted for time-zone
variations based on geographical differences of the first
electronic calendar and the second electronic calendar;
and

(c) means for suggesting meeting times for said common
periods of availability by one or more created webpages
individually tailored to each of said two or more indi-
viduals and each webpage comprising a set of selection
tabs and at least one personalized link associated with
available user actions and based on an electronic group
calendar generated and adjusted for the time-zone varia-
tions, said electronic group calendar operable to receive
input from the first party via at least one of said one or
more webpages and said personalized link is based at
least in part on membership associated with the first
party.

19. The system of claim 18 further comprising:

(d) means for comparing said periods of common avail-
ability to determine those periods of time which most
closely meet the desired time realm;

(e) means for transmitting one or more proposed meeting
time encompassing said joint availability periods to said
two or more individuals with a request for confirmation
of attendance.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

20. The system of claim 18 wherein the desired time realm
is selected from the group consisting of: contiguous time
frame, non-contiguous time frame, time of day, or time of
year.

21. The system of claim 18 wherein the desired time realm
is a period of time in which a meeting is proposed to be held.

22. The system of claim 18 wherein the desired time realm
is a period of time during which a teleconference is proposed
to be held.

23. The computer system of claim 18 wherein said elec-
tronic group calendar is operable to receive input from both
the first party and the second party.

24. The method of claim 18 wherein said group electronic
calendar is operable to receive input from a third party asso-
ciated via one or more webpages individually tailored to said
third party.

25. The computer system of claim 18 wherein receiving
input of a selection by the first party to said electronic group
calendar via one of said one or more webpages causes a
change to said at least one personalized link.

26. The computer system of claim 18 wherein said person-
alized link is a graphic.

27. The computer system of claim 18 wherein said elec-
tronic group calendar is operable to receive input from a third
party associated with one or more webpages individually
tailored to said third party.

28. The computer system of claim 18 wherein receiving
input of a selection by the first party to said electronic group
calendar occurs via said at least one personalized link.

29. A computer-implement method comprising:

generating a first query from a server, wherein the commu-

nication uses a secure socket layer employing public key
encryption over a publically available widely dissemi-
nated network, the first query associated with a first
electronic calendar maintained by a first party for peri-
ods of availability;

generating a second query from the server, wherein the

communication uses a secure socket layer employing
public key encryption over a publically available widely
disseminated network, the second query associated with
a second electronic calendar maintained by a second
party for periods of availability, the first query and sec-
ond query;

receiving at said server a set of responses to the first query

and the second query identifying from the set of
responses a period of common availability adjusted for
time-zone variations based on geographical differences
of the first electronic calendar and the second electronic
calendar;

determining whether any of the periods of common avail-

ability fit within a desired time frame for a communica-
tion between said first and second party;

generating a group electronic calendar from the period of

common availability adjusted for the time-zone varia-
tions; and

generating automatically one or more webpages, based on

said group electronic calendar, and individually tailored
to each said first party and said second party, each
webpage comprising a set of selection tabs and at least
one personalized link associated with available user
actions, wherein said group electronic calendar is oper-
able to receive input from the first party via at least one
of said one or more webpages and said personalized link
is based at least in part on membership associated with
the first party.



